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1. Introduction 
Weblogs, or "blogs," are frequently updated web pages with a series of archived posts, typically in reverse-
chronological order. Blog posts are primarily textual, but they may contain photos or other multimedia content 
…. Blogging in its current form began around 1997, with Dave Winer's Scripting News, an online record of 
Winner’s reflections on a wide range of topics (Nardi et al, 2004, 1).  In Rettberg definition format of blog is 
narrative that is organized differently from movies or novels and points out: ‘Most blogging is to some extent 
self-presentational and as such a form of life-writing or autobiography’ (Rettberg, 2008, 111).  
Over the past ten years in Iran, the proliferation of Internet users has exhibited a continuous trend, increasing 
from 250 thousands in 2000 to around 33.2 millions in June 2010 (Internet World Stats, Oct 2010).  Iran is 
noticed to be the leading state wherein the populace has embraced the possibilities of the Internet amongst its 
neighboring countries in the region and makes up more than 50% of all Internet users in Middle East. Notably, 
Internet users now account for approximately 43.2% of the population of Iran (Internet World Stats, Oct 2010). 
Technocrati, one of the widely recognized blog tracking sites, claims that it is tracking 133 million blogs on the 
Internet and the number is growing fast (Sifry, 2008). The Persian blogosphere is one of the largest and most 
active in the world (Sifry, 2007). Nevertheless, accounting the number of weblogs in Iran is similar to counting 
the grain on the fields. Studies have showed that the number of active and routinely updated Persian blogs is 
approximately 60,000 (Kelly & Etling, 2008). Blogfa, one of the most popular service providers for bloggers in 
Iran registered 225845 Persian blogs until 22 Oct 2010 (Blogfa, 2010). 
Unlike men, women have rare opportunity to communicate and interact in the cultural restrictive societies 
such as Iran. They largely do not have access to the media and the voices are not heard. Therefore, women are 
lack of possibility to reflect their opinions and bring them together. Internet creates a new possibility for women 
to bypass limitations and make communication. Blogs, as a part of Internet, opens a new window for women to 
reflect their thoughts and generally their voices, and creates an avenue for them to build a connection with others. 
This paper intends to use Marx’s definition of class-consciousness and Gramsci’s description of hegemony 
(without discussion about them) to show how blogging by women crafts a favorable environment for them to be 
self-consciousness and to be aware of patriarchal hegemony in order to realize their status in the society and to 
struggle for improving their conditions.  
2. Iranian Women Status and Rising Self-awareness 
For Marx, a class truly exists only when people become aware of their conflicting relation to other classes. He 
is describing the notion of class- consciousness applies two terms: ‘Class In Itself’ and ‘Class For Itself’. 
Definition of the terms back to consciousness when class of individuals are not aware of their common social 
situation in the society they are in the ‘Class In Itself’ position; in this situation individuals of class do not follow 
common interests and they are completely disaggregated. Nevertheless, while they are aware of their social 
situation in society the ‘Class For Itself’ emerges; individuals pursue their shared interested and constitute a unite 
class. Therefore, in Marx’s view, Class- Consciousness associated with the development of a ‘class For Self’. In 
other words, when class individuals are aware of their conditions in the society a class is generated (Ritzer, 
2008).  
Gramsci defines hegemony as ‘cultural leadership exercised by ruling class’ (Ritzer, 2008, 280). As, he 
mentions cultural hegemony is reconstructed and constituted in forms of values, norms, thoughts and believes by 
the ruling class (here: patriarchal system). Therefore, patriarchy is forming in people’s perception and is 
reproducing and applying in their everyday life.  
Iranian women situation has always been fluctuated in the recent decades. Islamic Revolution in February 
1979 extremely changed women’s status in society. Despite women extensive and significant participation in 
revolution, they lost many of pervious rights after the revolution and new policies enforced gradually to make 
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them to leave public space. New period for Iranian female status was begun when the reformist president came to 
power with women’s and youth’s supports. Women appeared in public sphere and they participated actively in 
political, economic, cultural and social arenas. During this time, they found their medium to make their voice 
heard. By taking part in local councils and parliament, they played a vital role in local and national level; through 
launching cooperatives and NGOs and publishing magazines they notably concentrated on women’s issues and 
circulate their own opinion and thoughts about many subjects consist of women’s problems in social and cultural 
realms. However, their situation altered significantly. Women’s situation shifted to terrible position when ultra- 
conservatives came to power. Many of women-run NGOs and NGOs with women’s rights issues became 
inactive, closed or eliminated; most of independent magazines closed or banned and many of women activists 
pursue/arrested, became passive or forced to migrant from Iran. Currently, although women are active in the 
society, vote, drive, work, go to university, and have a small numbers of presentations in parliament, they are 
second- class in the society and are deprivation from many of opportunities and facilities. 
Generally, it is said that women situation in the society, as Amir-Ebrahimi (2008b) concluded, is under triple 
set of standards of urf†, sharia and modernity. They were trying to minimise restrictions, which were imposed by 
urf and sharia. She believed Iranian female bloggers through their personal narration transgressed several socio 
cultural boundaries. Seemingly, Iranian women are under dominance of three sets of standards that the most 
important common trait of them is patriarchy. In other words, sharia, urf, modernization and westernization have 
followed a common way regarding to women issues. Although, the patriarchal aspect of modernization and 
westernization in Iran was different of sharia and urf, it seems they constructed patriarchy in their own way, too. 
Thus, they simultaneously subjugate women in public and private sphere. Women are under the dominance of 
patriarchal hegemony and as well as conservative/fundamental interpretation of religion, which is mainly based 
on patriarchal ideology or consolidation of patriarchal thoughts, concurrently. Therefore, patriarchal ideology is 
fluid in the social, political and economic systems of society. It constitutes a flat-form based on patriarchal 
elements that run in the same way and reconstructed/redefined patriarchal notions constantly. Patriarchal 
ideology subjugates females in the society and only let them to behave on the basis of patriarchal principles. 
Women are only able to play in the grounds provided/ verified by patriarchal hegemony. In other words, 
patriarchy systematically subordinated, diminished, belittled women or ignored, stigmatized, denied, banned and 
suppressed their activities while they are in confrontation of dominant ideology. Consequently, they have always 
been impoverished and have been systematically marginalized and excluded from public sphere. Therefore, 
patriarchal hegemony continuously, consciously or unconsciously, is reproduced by the society. 
3. Blogging as a medium to self-consciousness 
‘Blogging in Iran has grown so fast because it meets the needs no longer met by the print media; it provides a 
safe space in which people may write freely on wide variety of topics, from the most serious and urgent to the 
most frivolous’(Alavi, 2005, 1). Writing a weblog traces back to September 2001 when the first Iranian blogger 
launched and to wrote his blog, but while the Unicode system made a possibility to write Persian (Farsi) 
language, the number of Persian blog increased rapidly (Amir-Ebrahimi, 2008b, 101). Shortly after that a twenty-
four-year-old educated woman launched the first female blog in November 2001. (Amir-Ebrahimi, 2008a)  There 
is no any database of bloggers sex but, as some of researcher indicate, it have to say the remarkably of bloggers 
are young and educated females (Ahmadnia, personal communication, 2010). While after presidential election in 
June 2009 the government’s control on cyberspace significantly became more strict and tough, bloggers are 
publishing their own idea about disparate range of personal and social issues. 
Although women are very active in the society, but the society does not provide a proper setting them for 
playing their role as citizens. It might be claim the situation for both men and women is the same, whereas 
† . It is an Arabic Islamic term which is referring to the custom, general opinions and code of conduct in a given society. It seems, Adat in 
Malay language has a same mean.  
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women are negligible because of the patriarchal hegemony. The most significance changes in women situation 
have occurred when new media has appeared. Internet gave unique chance to the marginalized groups to make 
connection and destroy the barriers of communication between excluded groups with the larger group of society.  
When the women presentation is suppressed by the cultural and traditional circumstances in the real world, the 
virtual world gives them an opportunity to produce the resistance through writing blogs and represent themselves. 
‘We live within a patriarchy, a society largely controlled by men and in which men usually have a greater share 
of the rewards (both in terms of wealth and status) available… Sociologists have noted that gender is a major 
boundary around which resources and prestige and power are divided, with the majority of women often 
struggling to keep control over their lives’ (Holmes, 2009, 3).  
Blog is a new and very interactive media. In other words, unlike traditional media such as T.V, Radio and 
Newspaper, it builds reciprocal relation between writer and reader. While the society does not provide the 
suitable context for people – here women- to present themselves and interact together or 
limited/banned/eliminated the related agencies such as NGOs and independent parties and media, blog has 
become the main media for them to make connection and communication. Seemingly, blog is a reflexive medium 
as well, which reflects blogger’s identity. By self-expression, blogger brings out her thoughts and through readers 
comments, she evaluates herself. Therefore, blog helps blogger to be aware of her and self-identity. As Giddens 
(1991) mentions: ‘Living every moment reflexivity is a matter of heightened awareness of thoughts, feelings and 
bodily sensations. Awareness creates potential change, and may actually induce change in and through itself’ 
(p.71). Through consciousness, women find out their status in the society and common interests, and trying to 
improve the conditions. Blogs construct a virtual network between them to communicate together and exchange 
their points. Besides, empower them to challenge patriarchal hegemony through common actions. As Nouraei-
Simone (2005) states ‘the internet provides an unfettered, direct connection to the outside world, opening a new 
horizon for dialogue, self-expression, and dissident voices. The Internet is a medium of empowerment that 
bypasses traditionally imposed gender identity, and roles and images of subordination’ (p.63). This sphere is 
virtual and is lack of face-to-face interaction. So, ‘The virtual nature of the Internet- the structure of 
interconnection in cyberspace that draws participants into ongoing discourses on issues of feminism, patriarchy, 
and gender politics, and the textual process of self-expression without the prohibition or limitation of physical 
space- offers new possibilities for women’s agency and empowerment’(Nouraie-Simone, 2005,61). 
To show the importance of blogs in diffusion information and provoke discussion among women I did a 
concise study among a small numbers of female blogs on their reaction to one of the most controversial court 
cases in recent years. Moreover, I intend to show briefly, to what extent blogs are important for raising female 
consciousness while in the restrictive cultural settings such as Iran there is a rare possibility to hear their voice.  
Shahla Jahed was an Iranian woman who was sentenced to death in June 2004 for murdering the wife of her 
boyfriend (under a temporary marriage) and finally was executed in Dec 2010. Jahed had been living with Iranian 
footballer Nasser Mohammadkhani becoming his mistress in a temporary marriage that is allowed under Iranian 
law. She was jailed more than eight years ago. Mohammadkhani first faced charges of adultery, which were later 
dropped, although he was sentenced to 74 lashes for drug-taking after the court heard he had smoked opium with 
Jahed. It was seen that he had escaped punishment for adultery because he was wealthy as well. 
3.1.  Methodology 
10 female blogs were randomly selected through 30 blogs, and their views were carefully scrutinized on the 
issue in December of 2010.  All bloggers are educated and the collected blogs are personal‡, Persian language 
and text-based. The study was not interested to analyze bloggers perception and interpretation about the matter. 
‡. The personal blog content is based on blogger’s thoughts and idea. 
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Here, the collective action of bloggers and readers to the issue was very important. Bloggers presented their 
thoughts and interpretations in their blogs and published in the blogosphere. Immediately many of their readers 
responded to them in the comments. 558 comments were examined from readers in response to 6 bloggers 
writing whereas the others (4) were closed their comments. 
3.2. Finding and Discussion 
After a short time of Shahla’s execution, the Iranian blogosphere became fulfill of bloggers opinions about the 
issue and in a while, many of readers wrote their comments too. Most of bloggers and readers expressed their 
sympathy for Shahla and criticized the law and condemned patriarchal system and some of them defended of 
execution as well. It was a very critical matter and rapidly provoked a positive and negative reaction among 
readers and bloggers. Bloggers reaction to Shahla’s execution was different; some of them criticized the 
execution of Shahla through critic of culture, violence in the society, revenge, Nasser, law, judge system and 
patriarchal system; some have a lot of sympathy for her as a victim of patriarchal society; numbers asked some 
questions about the issue in order to clarify it and finally one of the bloggers points an accusing finger to media.   
Circulation of information between the bloggers and readers construct a favorable environment for women to 
be conscious of their idea, conditions in the society, recognize their limitations and potentials and know their 
common interests. Blogosphere, also, provides appropriate setting to constructed virtual network among the 
bloggers: it is a feature that put together female bloggers and is a ground for women to find each other, to discuss 
about women’s issues and other matters, to communicate with other people, to exchange their point of views and 
to share their lived experiences. 
4. Conclusion 
As argued above, whereas women do not present themselves identity in public sphere because of dominance 
of patriarchal hegemony, they discovered Internet as a new sphere for presentation/self-expression and 
redefinition/reconstruction identity. Briefly, cyberspace is a medium for them to overcome on hegemony of 
patriarchy. It is a space to be almost free from this hegemony and break the pervasive patriarchal restrictions. 
Seemingly, blogging for women, particularly young females, brings self-consciousness. Through blogging, 
women are aware of their situation and pursuance of the common interests. To say it differently, blogging is a 
mean for women to be conscious of their condition in social/political/economical arenas, share their own ideas, 
and diffuse among others. Blogging makes/gives awareness for/to women of their status in the society and 
become united. Whereas women have written about themselves, they interacted with each other and share 
common thoughts and interests. By the new raised self-consciousness, they constructed new identity of women. 
Through this consciousness-oriented- construction, the new concept of women’s identity brings itself forward. 
‘Since women are under more pressure to fulfill their social roles in physical public spaces, in virtual space they 
are also more self-conscious about their roles as women than as citizens’. (Amir-Ebrahimi, 2009, 333) 
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